The Cadet Oath

I pledge that I will serve faithfully in the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program, and that I will attend meetings regularly, participate in unit activities, obey my officers, wear my uniform properly, and advance my education and training rapidly to prepare myself to be of service to my community, state and nation.

Who or what is Col. Cabana Squadron?

The Col. Cabana squadron is named after astronaut, Col. Robert Cabana, who grew up in Minneapolis and attended Washburn High School.

It is currently composed of approximately two active adults and 15 cadets from Minneapolis, its suburbs and as far away as Hastings.

We are all volunteers with common interests in teaching or learning about aerospace, leadership training and community service through our search and rescue operations or community support.

We wear the Air Force uniform with Civil Air Patrol distinctive uniform badges and devices. When we get called out on search and rescue missions, we operate under Air Force mission numbers and get reimbursed for fuel and telephone expenses.

How Does The Col. Cabana Squadron Compare With Other Squadrons?

We are one of 1,200 squadrons nationwide; 36 units in Minnesota 3 cadet units in Minnesota; 7 squadrons in the Metro area.

The Col. Cabana Attitude.

We want to be number one in the Wing!

Number one in what? Everything we do! It’s very gratifying to be named as the number one unit in Minnesota. It instills a lot of pride and esprit de corp.

If you visited another unit before coming to the Col. Cabana Squadron, you may have already noticed some differences between our squadrons.

Our senior members are dedicated to the cadet program and its missions. Several of our cadet members have intentions of pursuing military careers. Other cadets joined because they enjoy camping, tours, airshows, search and rescue activities, the uniform or just for something to do.

Combine our cadet’s dedication and motivation to learn and our senior members’ assistance, we can’t help but to have a better than average squadron.

Squadron Structure

Being an auxiliary of the Air Force, we use a military style structure, or Chain of Command. That is, one leader, who delegates (shares) his authority with his command and support staff to meet the program requirements of the Civil Air Patrol.

Our commander is Lt. Mary Dunphy. It is her responsibility to ensure the squadron and its personnel follow the rules and guidelines established by our headquarters at Maxwell AFB, Alabama.

The squadron commander sets the pace and standards for the entire squadron. 

Membership Privileges

You became eligible to participate in squadron activities as soon as the commander signed your application form. 

You can expect to receive your membership card in two weeks. It must be on your person whenever you participate on CAP activities.

Your membership is annual and will expire at the end of the month of your join date. If you join in October, your renewal will be October of the following year. National HQ will send you a renewal notice a month before it expires. If not, be sure to let us know to we can help you maintain your membership. 

You are also eligible to purchase uniform items at the Base Exchange (BX) at the Air Force Reserve Base. Or any other military base which has a BX or Military Clothing Sales store.

Uniform Requirements

We have a limited supply of uniform items available for issue. But what we have, is free. 

Your flight commander or supply officer will assist you in determining what uniform items we can help you with and which you will have to purchase. 

Wear your uniform correctly -                            
or not at all!

If is our squadron’s policy, and required by regulation to wear your uniform correctly and maintain it in good, serviceable condition. That is, all required accessories, no holes, not faded, black shoes and socks are to be worn with your uniforms.

We are professionals and we wish to maintain a professional image!

Grooming Standards

Being the auxiliary of the United States Air Force, wearing the Air Force uniform is a privilege. Therefore, we must maintain military grooming standards. Male cadet’s hair is off the collar and not touch the ears. Female’s hair must not fall below the bottom of the collar. No trendy hairstyles; fingernail polish; gaudy or attention-getting jewelry or other items that would detract from the Air Force uniform. If you have questions, please ask before second guessing the Regs!

Customs and Courtesies

Military customs and courtesies will be practiced at all times!

The military salute must be rendered to all cadet and senior officers in uniform when you are in uniform. And optional if you are out of uniform. The officer is required to return your salute out of respect and courtesy to you.

When greeting officers and non-commis-sioned officers (sergeants and above), it is customary to say, “Good morning/afternoon/ evening, sir or ma’am” as appropriate. 

When answering a question, it should always end with a , “Yes/No, Sir or Ma’am” or other appropriate response. 

Meeting and Activity Attendance

When you signed up, you obligated yourself to participate in the squadron’s weekly meetings and an occasional weekend.

We are aware of occasional conflicts, such as school, church, job or family obligations. This these cases, please let us know in advance, so we can plan for your absence. 

If you cannot make a meeting, call your Flight Commander of Sergeant. 

If you can’t make an activity, call the Project Officer.

Preparing for a class or activity is very time consuming. And sometimes money is spent on your behalf in the preparation. Show your appreciation through your participation or by letting us know in advance, you won’t be participating. 

Squadron Sign-In’s/Sign-Up’s

Sign-in’s are a part of CAP life. If you don’t see one, ask where it is and get your name on it!

We use Sign-up sheets for all our activities. Departure/return times, dates and places are listed on them. Most importantly, who the project officer is and where to get information if you need it. If you have specific questions about a project, call the Project Officer! Don’t use the Chain of Command.

Official Sources of Information

As with any organization, we too have a “grape vine.” But the most reliable information is that which comes from your commander, sign-ups, chain of command, official squadron, Wing or National newsletters, official correspondence and personnel representing higher echelons of command. Don’t listen to gossip!

If you have a police-type scanner, you can monitor our CAP frequency during our scheduled NET. Every evening from 9:00 to 9:30 PM, members with two-way, FM transceivers check-in and receive the current radio traffic which is passed up and down the chain of command. The frequency to punch in is 148.150 mhz. 

Another source of information is through computers, using the BBS. If you have a modem, you can also pick up on radio traffic and current events as they develop. The local BBS, by LT Greg Blakely, of Viking SQ, is 949-6717. When you log on, you get a free   e-mail address too! Or, you may get a free program called JUNO! It also provides you with a free e-mail address.

A GUIDE FOR

NEW CADETS

OF THE

COL. CABANA SQUADRON

You are a cadet, 24 hours a day, in and out of uniform.

Follow the orders of officers and those of higher grade (rank).

Be courteous to teach other and our guests.

Don’t wait to be told to get a haircut.

Don’t complain about being assigned duties which you feel are beneath you. Everything we do has a purpose and is important that it be done. You have to learn to follow orders, before you will be given the privilege of giving them!

All cadets are to participate in classes, opening and closing formations. No standing around!

Help set up and take down the meeting room when necessary.

Join us for an after-meeting meeting for a little socializing. Wednesday evenings at McDonalds around 9:30 PM.

OCT 96




