Every member in MN WG is entitled to wear the Unit Citation Ribbon

Members of Minnesota Wing, who participated in a search and rescue operation at four miles Northwest of Comfrey MN regarding the crash of a B-47 bomber. The crash occurred on Wednesday, February 20th, 1963 at 2:15pm. The impact of the bomber left a 25' foot deep, 50' wide crater, leaving three airmen found dead with a fourth missing. Three CAP planes and 100 members assisted in the search for missing airman in temperatures ranging in double digits below zero. One of the six engines was found one and a half miles form the crash site. 

The SAC bomber, stationed out of Lincoln (Lincoln Air Force Base), NE, was conducting a low-level training mission at about 500' to a radar bomb scoring site near Heron Lake. Douglas Wall, the only eye-witness, stated the aircraft was flying at a 45 degree angle with all four engines spewing black smoke. Wall estimated the aircraft to be flying at 800 to 1000 feet when the nose of the bomber suddenly dropped and crashed in almost a vertical position. 

Had the aircraft been configured in a war-situation, the aircraft would have been carrying an H-bomb. 

It was the efforts of all the Minnesota Wing HQ members AT THE TIME, who earned the unit citation award as a PERMANENT AWARD. Those of us who join Minnesota Wing after the fact, are allowed to wear the ribbon as long as we are members of the Wing. If a member transfers out of Minnesota Wing - the unit citation ribbon comes off! Unless of course, you have earned your own! 

So - every member of the wing is eligible to wear the basic ribbon. And if your unit has earned its own unit citation, it would be a second award (basic ribbon with an attachment), etc. As an example: Members of the Valley Squadron would have three awards: The first award (basic ribbon) for the B-47 crash; the second award (the first attachment) under the command of Lt Col Theis and the third award (second attachment), under the command of Maj Steve Miller. 

ANYONE CHOOSING TO WEAR THE RIBBON, IS FAIR GAME TO BE QUESTIONED BY THE WING IG AND OTHERS, AS TO HOW YOU "EARNED" IT. HONOR THOSE WHO WORKED IN THE FREEZING TEMPERATURES BACK IN 1963 BY KNOWING AND REMEMBERING THE HISTORY BEHIND IT. 

I am sure Col Gerald Quilling, Lt Col Tom O'Connor and others who were there would be more than honored to provide a first-hand account of the mission if asked!


 

