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Overview

The Minnesota Wing Honor Guard is a Wing sponsored project that is open to all cadets within the Wing on a competitive basis.  Cadets compete for membership as well as for staff positions on the team.  The purpose of the Honor Guard is to represent the Wing and, thus, Civil Air Patrol at both ceremonies and recruiting functions.  For this reason, the Honor Guard consists of motivated and cadets who possess and exhibit the ideals of the Civil Air Patrol, its Cadet Program, and its core values both inside and outside the organization.

Organization

The Honor Guard is organized into Project Staff and members of the Honor Guard, of which the cadet staff is considered members.

Project Staff

The project staff consists of both senior and cadet members, including the following positions:

· Direct of Cadet Programs

· Senior Project Officer

· Assistant Senior Project Officers (2)

· Cadet Advisor

Director of Cadet Programs

The Wing Director of Cadet Programs is the project sponsor and serves as the advocate for the project at the wing level.

Senior Project Officer

The Senior Project Officer is responsible for:  planning the project, organizing and conducting initial meetings, providing direction to both the project and cadet staff, ensuring that the objectives of the project are met, and that its activities comply with the CAP regulations and directives.  The senior project officer is subordinate to the Wing Director of Cadet Programs.

Assistant Senior Project Officer

The Assistant Senior Project Officer 

Cadet Advisor

The Cadet Advisor serves as a role model, instructor, 

All senior staff members are required to apply for a CAP driver’s license.

Honor Guard

Candidacy

Any cadet who has passed Achievement 1 and is a current member may apply for membership by attending the auditions and filing a CAPF31 with the Senior Project Officer.  Cadets remain candidate until they meet the membership criteria.

Membership

The Honor Guard consists of two teams, namely a beginning and advanced team, which are designated as Alpha and Bravo Teams respectively.  Together, the Alpha and Bravo Teams make up the Honor Guard.  Honor Guard membership will not exceed 16 cadets, including the cadet staff.

In order to become members of the Honor Guard, cadets must pass a self-paced inspection program that includes achieving good or excellent ratings in the following:

· Military Bearing

· Uniform Appearance

· Drill/Manual of Arms

· Knowledge

Once cadets complete the self-paced inspection program, they are formally recognized as members of the Honor Guard.  All members of the Honor Guard are authorized by the Wing Director of Cadet Programs to wear a maroon shoulder cord.  Shoulder cords are authorized as long as the cadet is an active member of the Honor Guard.  Membership in the Honor Guard is considered an honor and a privilege.  Once meeting the standard for Honor Guard membership, cadets are expected to continue to meet the same standard of appearance and behavior.

Cadet Staff

Positions

The cadet staff of the Honor Guard consists of the following positions:

· Officer in Charge (Cadet Officer)

· Executive Officer (Cadet Officer)

· Noncommissioned Officer in Charge (Cadet NCO)

Application and Selection

Cadet apply for staff positions using CAPF 31 either at the time of their candidacy or anytime thereafter.  Any cadet who meets the grade criteria (cadet officer or NCO) may apply for a staff position.  Cadet staff will be chosen from the Honor Guard based on performance in the following areas:

· Leadership

· Military Bearing

· Uniform Appearance

· Drill/Manual of Arms

· Knowledge

As with Honor Guard membership, cadets selected for staff positions must continue to meet the selection criteria while performing their staff duties.

Officer in Charge (IOC)

The Officer in Charge is responsible for developing objectives and tasks for the Honor Guard and providing direction to the cadet staff and Honor Guard.  S/he commands the Honor Guard during performances.

Executive Officer (XO)

The Executive officer is both the Officer’s in Charge understudy as well as the Administrative Officer for the Honor Guard.

Noncommissioned Officer in charge (NCOIC)

The NCOIC is responsible for discipline and individual training of the Honor Guard.  S/he instructs the Honor Guard on the manual of arms as well as other drill movements.

Meetings

Schedule 2000

The MNWG Honor Guard meets every week for three weeks out of every month for the first four months of the year in order to prepare for the Wing Conference, held annually in April.  Thereafter, the Honor Guard will meet no fewer than 2 weeks out of every month, not including performances.

Performances 2000

The Honor Guard’s first performance is the Military Ball and Wing Conference.  The Officer in Charge and the project staff will arrange other performances.

Absences

Since absence affect the performance and morale of the Honor Guard, each is required to call the Executive Officer prior to the meeting with a legitimate excuse for not being able to attend the meeting.  In all cases, absence should be kept to a minimum.  Each member is allowed only one unexcused absence.  After two unexcused absences, the cadet will be put on probation.  After a third unexcused absence, the cadet will be dismissed from the Honor Guard.

A senior member from the project staff must be present at all meeting of the Honor Guard.

Progression

All cadets who are selected for the Honor Guard are expected to continue to participate regularly in their squadron meetings and activities.  Moreover, cadets are expected to complete achievements regularly and continue to fulfill the requirements for cadet membership.

Weapons Handling

Members of the Honor Guard treat the dummy rifles with which they drill as real weapons.  They are instructed in the proper handling and transportation of the rifle.  In addition to rifles, the Honor Guard may also use swords in its practices and performances.  

Unsafe practices will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action, up to removal from the Honor Guard.

Uniforms

Battle Dress Uniform

The following uniform items are required for members of the Honor Guard:

· BDU Pants, pressed, bloused

· BDU Shirt, pressed

· BDU Cap

· Black Boots, highly polished

· Blue Web belt with black buckle

· BROWN T-shirt*

· Black Turtleneck

· Field Jacket

· Stocking Cap

· Gloves, winter

*Staff will wear black t-shirts in warmer weather.

Service Uniform

The following uniform items are required for members of the Honor Guard:

· Service Coat

· Blue Pants

· Blue Shirt

· White T-shirt, v-neck

· Belt, with polished silver buckle

· Nameplate

· CAP Cutouts and Grade Insignia, highly polished

· Flight Cap, with insignia*

· Black Shoes, highly polished

*Only the OIC (or XO while acting as OIC) may wear the service cap.  All other officers must wear the flight cap.

Effective 1 April 2000, Minnesota Wing Honor Guard will start transition into the National HQ – CAP recommended standard uniform as stated in a letter from Lt Col Robert Smith. 

“In the meantime, the National Board has approved the Development Committee's uniform recommendations for CAP Honor Guards:

A. Male cadet officer's service hat (regardless of gender or grade), with a front and back leather chin strap.

B. Male cadet officer's hat device (CAP Bookstore #748F)

(regardless or gender or grade).

C. White ascot (CAP Bookstore #1018Q).

D. Honor Guard patch on the white ascot (contact Lt Col Amanda Anderson,

CAP, MER/Admin, for the patch as it is currently not stocked by the CAP

Bookstore. Her number is 757.850.0493).

E. Service Dress Uniform.

F. All leather low quarter shoes.

G. White gloves (CAP Bookstore #1018T/U/V/W).

H. White pistol belt with nickel buckle and hardware (CAP Bookstore #1018B)

I. Silver shoulder cord (CAP Bookstore currently does not stock this item)

(The National Commander's Cadet aide-de-camp also is entitled to wear the

silver shoulder cord while performing his or her duties with the General).

Cadets will need to modify their service coats slightly since the verbiage

of the approved recommendations include, "The shoulder cord is to be worn at

the shoulder seam instead of from the epaulet button in the same manner as

the Air Force Honor Guard."

This uniform would only be worn while performing the Honor Guard duties.

Apparently, the verbiage of the adopted proposal also allows senior members

to also be on the Honor Guard and wear the same uniform.”
Equipment and Accessories

The following equipment and accessories are required for members of the Honor Guard:

· Practice Rifle

· Performance Rifle

· Immaculate White Gloves

· Maroon Shoulder Cord (upon meeting the requirements for membership)

Appendix A:  Basic Knowledge Requirements

Leadership and Followership

What is your Chain of Command?

What is the basic quality of all leaders?

All leaders are good followers.

What are the seven qualities of a good follower?

The seven qualities of a good follower are:

1. Respect for authority

2. Positive attitude

3. Integrity

4. Self-discipline

5. Active Listening

6. Loyalty

7. Courtesy

What is the purpose of correction?

The purpose of correction is to teach not punish.

Drill and Ceremonies

What is the purpose of the Honor Guard?

The purpose of the Honor Guard is to represent the Wing and Civil Air Patrol at Ceremonies and at recruiting functions.

What is drill?

Drill is the orderly movement of a unit from one place to another.

What is the purpose of drill in CAP?

The primary purpose of drill in CAP is to learn teamwork.

The second purpose of drill is to learn how to follow.

Missions of the Civil Air Patrol

What are the three missions of the Civil Air Patrol?

The three missions of the Civil Air Patrol are: 

1. Cadet Programs

2. Aerospace Education, and 

3. Emergency Services.

Cadet Program

What is the Cadet Oath?

“I pledge that I will service faithfully in the Civil Air Patrol cadet program, and that I will attend meetings regularly, participate actively, obey my officers, wear my uniform properly, and advance my education and training rapidly to prepare myself to be of service to my community, state, and nation.”

What is the CAP motto and what does it mean?

The CAP motto, Semper Vigilans—Always Vigilant—reflects the ever-ready status of Civil Air Patrol. It means every member, cadet and senior, must be prepared to respond effectively to any situation.

What is the purpose of awarding ribbons?

Ribbons are awarded to recognize achievement or service of a unit or individual.

What are the achievements in the cadet program?

The achievements in the cadet program are divided into two categories:

Enlisted Achievements and

Officer Milestone Acheivements.

The 9 enlisted achievements are:

1. Major General John F. Currey

2. General Henry Harley Arnold

3. Wright Brothers (Orville Wilbur)

4. Captain Eddie Rickenbacker

5. Charles A. Lindgergh

6. General James H. Doolittle

7. Dr. Robert H. Goddard

8. Astronaut Neil Armstrong

The 4 officer milestone achievements are:

1. General Billy Mitchell

2. Emilia Earhart

3. General Ira Eaker

4. General Carl Spaatz

Identify all ribbons that can be awarded to cadets.

Appendix B:  Advanced Knowledge Requirements

To be prepared

Attachment A:  Manual of Arms

Position of Order Arms

The basic position of the rifle manual is order arms.  When properly executed, the butt of the rifle rests on the deck and the toe of the rifle is on line with the toe of the right foot.  The left side of the stock is along the outer edge of the right foot.  The sling is to the front, with the barrel in a vertical position.  The rifle is grasped at the upper portion of the handguard in the "V" formed by the thumb and fingers of the right hand.  The rifle is held, with the fingers extended and joined, diagonally down the handguard so that the thumb and forefinger grasp the sides of the handguard.  The right thumb will be on the trouser seam, with the entire right arm behind the rifle.  Except for your right arm, the entire body is at the position of attention as executed without arms.   

Port Arms from Order Arms 

a.  1st Count:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the  command Port ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count  of one, grasp the rifle with the right hand; fingers joined and  wrapped around the upper part of the handguard.  Raise and carry  the rifle diagonally across the front of your body until the right  hand is in front of, and slightly to the left of your face.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.   The barrel is up and bisecting the angle formed by the neck and left shoulder; rifle butt in front of the right hip.  At the same time, smartly grasp the balance, including the sling, with your left hand.  The fingers are extended and joined, with the little finger in line with the lower band and the thumb on the inboard side of the stock 4" from, and centered on your chest.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow is held in against the body.  This terminates the count of one.

 b.  2nd Count: For the count of two, release the grasp of the  ight hand from the upper part of the handguard and smartly grab  the small of the stock.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around the small of the stock and the thumb is wrapped around the inboard portion.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck, with the elbow held in to the side and the upper arms in line with the back.  This terminates the movement.

Order Arms from Port Arms

 a.  1st Count:  Being halted at port arms and you receive the  command ORDER ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, release the grasp of the right hand from the small of the stock and smartly grasp the upper part of the handguard.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around the upper part of the handguard; the thumb wrapped around the inboard portion.  Right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.  This terminates the count of one.

 b.  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the  left hand from the balance and, with your right hand, lower the  rifle to your right side until the rifle butt is 3" from the deck.   The toe of the stock is in line with the toe of your right shoe; the sling to the front and the muzzle in a vertical position.  At the same time, guide the weapon into the right side with your left hand.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the thumb along the forefinger.  The first joint of the forefingers should be touching the metal below the bayonet stud.  The left palm is toward the rear so as not to resemble a rifle salute.  The left wrist and forearm are straight; and the elbow held in against the body.  Guide the weapon in to the right side so that the right thumb will on the trouser seam.  The rifle is held in the "V" formed by the thumb and fingers of the right hand at the upper part of the handguard.  The fingers are extended and joined, diagonally across the stock, so that the tips of the thumb and forefinger grasp the sides of the stock.  The entire right arm is behind the rifle.  This terminates the count of two.

 c.  3rd Count:  For the count of three, smartly, and in the most  direct manner, return the left hand to the left side at the  position of attention.  At the same time, lower the rifle to the deck with the right hand gently, so that the toe of the rifle is on line with the toe of your right shoe; the sling to the front  and the muzzle in a vertical position.  The right thumb remains along the trouser seam and the right arm remains behind the rifle.  This terminates the movement.

Present Arms from Order Arms

a. 1st Count:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the  command Present, ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, grasp the rifle with your right hand; the fingers joined and wrapped around the upper part of the handguard.  Raise and carry the rifle to a vertical position centered on your body, with the sling to the front.  The right wrist and forearm are straight with the elbow in against the body.  At the same time, smartly grasp the rifle, including the sling, at the balance with your left hand.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around the balance with the thumb on the lower band 4" from your body.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck, with the elbow held in to the side, and the upper arm in line with your back.  This terminates the count of one.   

b. 2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the  right hand from the upper part of the handguard and grab the small  of the stock.  The fingers will be extended and joined, with the base of the rifle resting in the "V" formed by the thumb and forefinger.  The right wrist and forearm are straight, forming a straight line from the fingertips to the elbow.  The elbow is held in against the body.  The terminates the movement. 

Order Arms from Present Arms

 a.  1st Count:  Being halted at present arms and you receive the  command Order ARMS.  AT the command of execution, and for the count of one, release the grasp of the right hand from the small of the stock and smartly grasp the upper part of the handguard.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around the upper part of the handguard, and the thumb is wrapped around the left side.  The right wrist and forearm are straight with the elbow held in against the body.  This terminates the count of one.

 b.  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the  left hand from the balance, and, with your right hand, lower the  weapon to your right side until the rifle butt is 3" from the deck.   The toe of the weapon is in line with the toe of your right shoe; the sling to the front and the muzzle in a vertical position.  At the same time, guide the rifle in to the right side with your left  hand.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the thumb along the forefinger.  The first joint of the forefinger should be  touching the metal below the bayonet stud.  The left palm is to the rear so as not to resemble a rifle salute.  The left wrist and forearm are straight with the elbow held in against the body.   Guide the rifle in to the right side so that the right thumb will be on the trouser seam.  The rifle is held in the "V" formed by the thumb and fingers of the right hand at the upper part of the handguard.  The fingers are extended and joined, diagonally across the stock, so that the tips of the thumb and forefinger grasp the sides of the stock.  The entire right arm is behind the rifle.   This terminates the count of two.

 c.  3rd Count:  For the count of three, smartly, and in the most  direct manner, return the left hand to the left side at the position  of attention.  At the same time, lower the rifle to the deck with  the right hand gently, so that the toe of the weapon is in line with  the toe of your right shoe; the sling to the front and the muzzle in  a vertical position.  The right thumb remains on the trouser seam, and the right arm remains behind the rifle.  This terminates the movement.

Right Should Arms from Order Arms

 a.  1st Count:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the  command, Right Shoulder, ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, grasp the rifle with your right hand; fingers  joined and wrapped around the upper part of the handguard.  Raise and carry the rifle diagonally across the front of your body until the right hand is in front of, and slightly to the left of your  face.  The right wristand forearms are straight and parallel to deck.  The barrel is up, bisecting the angle formed by your neck and left shoulder, and the rifle butt in front of your right hip.   At the same time, smartly grasp the balance with your left hand, with the sling included in the grasp.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the little finger in line with the lower band, and  the thumb on the inboard side 4" from, and centered on your chest.   The left wrist and forearm are straight with the elbow held in against your body.  This terminates the count of one. 

 b.  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the right  hand from the upper part of the handguard and smartly grasp the  rifle butt.  Thumb and forefinger are joined on the heel of the stock.  The remaining fingers are joined and wrapped around the butt plate.  The heel of the butt will be visible between the forefinger and the middle finger.  The right arm is almost extended with the elbow held in against the body.  This terminates the count of two.

 c.  3rd Count:  For the count of three, relax the grasp of your  left hand at the balance.  At the same time, with your right hand, rotate the rifle a quarter turn counter-clockwise so that the sling  is to the rear, and place the rifle in the hollow of your right  shoulder.  At the same time, guide the rifle into the right shoulder with your left hand by sliding your left hand down the rifle until the first joint of your left index finger touches the metal and wood at the base of the receiver.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the thumb along the forefinger and the palm to the rear, so as not to resemble a rifle salute.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow held down without strain.  The grasp of the right hand is unchanged.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in to the side, and the upper arm in line with your back.  This terminates the count of three.

 d.  4th Count:  For the count of four, smartly and in the most  direct manner return the left hand to the left side at the position  of attention.  This terminates the movement.

Port Arms from Right Should Arms

 a.  From the Halt

     (1)  1st Count:  Being halted at right shoulder arms and you receive the command Port ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, press the rifle butt down quickly with your right hand so that the rifle comes off the right shoulder.  At the same time, with your right hand, rotate the rifle a quarter turn clockwise so that the sling is to the left, and allow the rifle to fall diagonally across the front of your body.  At the same time, bring the left hand up and smartly grasp the balance, with the sling included in the grasp.  The left fingers are extended andjoined with the little finger in line with the lower band and the thumb on the inboard side 4" from, and centered on your chest.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow is held in against your body.  The barrel is up, bisecting the angle formed by your neck and left shoulder.  The butt is in front of your right hip.  The grasp of the right hand has not changed.  The right arm is nearly extended and the elbow held in against your body.  This terminates the count of one.

     (2)  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the right hand from the butt and smartly grasp the small of the stock.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around the small of the stock; the thumb wrapped around the inboard portion.  The wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in to the side, and the upper arm in line with your back.  This terminates the count of two.

     (3)  On the March:  Assume you are marching at quick time at right shoulder arms and you receive the command Port ARMS.  The command of execution will be given as the left foot strikes the deck.  Port ARMS.  At the command of execution, your next step would be a 30" step to the front with your right foot, at the same time executing the first count of the manual.  With each succeeding step you would execute an additional count of the manual until the movement is terminated, and continue to march until given another command.

Order Arms from Right Should Arms

 a.  1st Count:  Being halted at right shoulder arms and you receive  the command Order, ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, press the rifle butt down quickly with your right hand so the rifle comes off the right shoulder.  At the same time, with your right hand, rotate the rifle a quarter turn clockwise so that the sling is to the left, and allow the rifle to fall diagonally across the front of your body.  The head does not move.  At the same time, bring the left hand up and smartly gasp the balance, with the sling included in the grasp.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the little finger in line with the lower band, and the thumb on the inboard side 4" from, and centered on your chest.   The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow is held in against your body.  The barrel is up, bisecting the angle formed by your neck and left shoulder.  The rifle butt is in front of your right hip.  The grasp of the right hand has not changed.  The right arm is nearly extended with the elbow held in against your body.   This terminates the count of one.

 b.  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the right  hand from the rifle butt and smartly grab the upper part of the handguard.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around the upper part of the handguard with the thumb wrapped around the inboard portion.   The wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.  This terminates the count of two.

 c.  3rd Count:  For the count of three, release the grasp of the  left hand from the balance and, with the right hand, lower the rifle  to the right side until the rifle butt is 3" from the deck.  The toe of the weapon is in line with the toe of your right shoe; the sling to the front and the muzzle in a vertical position.  At the same time, guide the rifle in to the right side with your left hand.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the thumb along the forefinger.  The first joint of the forefinger should be touching the metal below the bayonet stud.  The left palm is to the rear so as not to resemble a rifle salute.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow held in against the body.  Guide the rifle in  to the right side until the right thumb is on the trouser seam.  The rifle is held in the "V" formed by thumb and fingers of the right  hand at the upper part of the handguard.  The fingers are extended and joined diagonally across the stock so that the tips of the  forefinger and thumb grasp the sides of the stock.  The entire right arm is behind the rifle.  This terminates the count of three.

 d.  4th Count:  For the count of four, smartly and in the most  direct manner return the left hand to the left side at the position  of attention.  At the same time, gently lower the rifle to the deck with the right hand so that the toe of the weapon is on line with the toe of your right shoe; the sling is to the front and the muzzle  in a vertical position.  The right thumb remains on the trouser seam, and the rightarm remains behind the rifle.  This terminates the movement.

Right Should Arms from Port Arms

 a.  From the Halt

     (1)  1st Count:  Being halted at port arms and you receive the command Right Shoulder ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, release the grasp of the right hand from the small of the stock and smartly grasp the rifle butt.  The thumb and forefingers are joined on the heel of the stock.  The remaining three fingers are joined and wrapped around the butt plate.  The heel of the rifle butt will be visible between the forefinger and middle finger.  The right arm is almost extended and the elbow held in against the body.  This terminates the count of one.

     (2)  2nd Count:  For the count of two, relax the grasp of the left hand at the balance, carrying the rifle to the right side.  At the same time, with your right hand, rotate the weapon a quarter turn counter-clockwiseso that the sling is to the rear, and place it in the hollow of the right shoulder.  At the same time, guide the rifle into the right shoulder with your left hand by sliding the left hand down the rifle until the first joint of the index finger touches the metal and wood at the base of the receiver.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the thumb along the forefinger.  The palm is to the rear so as not to resemble a rifle salute.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to deck.  The grasp of the right hand is unchanged.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in to the side, the upper arm in line with the back.  This terminates the count of two.      (3)  3rd Count:  For the count of three, smartly and in the most direct manner return the left hand to the left side at the position of attention.  This terminates the movement.      (4)  On the March:  Assume you are marching at quick time at port arms and you receive the command Right Shoulder ARMS.  The command of execution will be given as the right foot strikes the deck.  At the command of execution, ARMS, your next step would be a 30" step to the front with the left foot.  At the same time, you would execute an additional count of the manual as described above until the movement is terminated and continue to march until given another command.

Left Should Arms from Order Arms

 a.  1st Count:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the  command Left Shoulder, ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for  the count of one, grasp the rifle with the right hand; fingers  joined and wrapped around the upper part of the handguard.  Raise and carry the rifle diagonally across the front of your body until  the right hand is in front of, and slightly to the left of your  face.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the  deck.  The barrel is up, the stock is in front of your right hip.   At the same time, smartly grasp the balance point with your left hand.  The sling is included in the grasp.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the little finger in line with the lower band and the thumb on the inboard side of the stock 4" from, and centered on your chest.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow held in against your body.  This terminates the count of one.

 b.  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of your  right hand from the upper part of the handguard and smartly grab  the small of the stock.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around  the small of the stock.  The thumb is wrapped around the inboard side.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in to the side and the upper arm in line with your neck.  This terminates the count of two.

 c.  3rd Count:  For the count of three, release the grasp of the  left hand from the balance and, with the right hand, carry the  rifle to the left side, rotating it a quarter turn counter- clockwise so that the sling is to the rear.  Place it in the hollow of your left shoulder with the right wrist and forearm straight and parallel to deck.  At the same time, smartly grasp the rifle butt with your left hand.  The thumb and forefinger are joined on the heel of the stock.  The remaining three fingers are joined and wrapped around the butt plate.  The heel will be visible between the forefinger and middle finger.  The left wrist and forearm are straight with the elbow held in to the side and the upper arm in  line with your back.  This terminates the count of three. 

 d.  4th Count:  For the count of four, smartly and in the most  direct manner return the right hand to the right hand side at the  position of attention.  This terminates the movement.

Port Arms from Left Should Arms

 a.  From the Halt

     (1)  1st Count:  Being halted at left shoulder arms and you receive the command Port ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, smartly and in the most direct manner bring the right hand across your body and grasp the small of the stock.  The right fingers are joined and wrapped around the small of the stock.  The thumb is wrapped around the inboard side.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.  This terminates the count of one.

     (2)  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the left hand from the rifle butt and with your right hand, bring the rifle from your left shoulder to a position diagonally across the front of your body, rotating the weapon a quarter turn clockwise so that the sling is to the left.  At the same time, grasp the balance with your left hand smartly, with the sling included in the grasp.  The left fingers are extended and joined.  The little finger is in line with the lower band and the thumb is on the inboard side, 4" from and centered on your chest.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow held in against the body.  The barrel is up, bisecting the angle formed by the neck and left shoulder.  The rifle butt is in front of your right hip.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held into the side and the upper arm in line with the back.  This terminates the movement.

 b.  On the March:  Assume you are marching at quick time at left  shoulder arms and you receive the command Port ARMS.  The command of execution will be given as the right foot strikes the deck.   Port ARMS.  At the command of execution, your next step would be a  30" step to the front with your left foot.  At the same time, execute the first count of the manual.  With each succeeding step you would execute an additional count of the manual until the movement is  terminated, and continue to march until given another command.

Order Arms from Left Shoulder Arms

 a.  1st Count:  Being halted at left shoulder arms and you receive  the command Order ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, smartly and in the most direct manner bring the right  hand across the body and grasp the small of the stock.  The right fingers are joined and wrapped around the small of the stock.  The thumb is wrapped around the inboard side.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.  This terminates the count of one.

 b.  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the left  hand from the rifle butt, and, with your right hand, bring the  rifle from your left shoulder to a position diagonally across the  front of your body, rotating the weapon a quarter turn clockwise so  that the sling is to the left.  At the same time, smartly grasp the balance with the left hand, with the sling included in the grasp.   The left fingers are extended and joined.  The little finger is in line with the lower band and the thumb is on the inboard side of the  stock 4" from, and centered on your chest.  The left wrist and forearm are straight, and the elbow held in against your body.  The barrel is up, bisecting the angle formed by your neck and left shoulder.  The rifle butt is in front of your right hip.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in to the side and the upper arm in line with your back.   This terminates the count of two.

 c.  3rd Count:  For the count of three, release the grasp of the  right hand from the small of the stock and smartly grab the upper  part of the handguard.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around  the upper part of the handguard.  The thumb is wrapped around the  inboard side.  The wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.  This terminates the count of three.   d.  4th Count:  For the count of four, release the grasp of the  left hand from the balance, and, with your right hand, lower the  rifle to the right side until the rifle butt is 3" from the deck.   The toe of the weapon is in line with the toe of your right shoe;  the sling to the front and the muzzle in a vertical position.  At the same time, guide the rifle in to the right side with your left hand.  The left fingers are extended and joined with the thumb along the forefinger.  The first joint of the forefinger should be touching the metal below the bayonet stud.  The left palm to the rear so as not to resemble a rifle salute.  The left wrist and forearm are straight, and the elbow held in against the body.   Guide the rifle in to the right side until the right thumb is on the trouser seam.  The rifle is held in the "V" formed by the thumb and fingers of the right hand at the upper part of the handguard.   The fingers are extended and joined diagonally across the stock so that the tips of the thumb and forefinger grasp the side of the  stock.  The entire right arm is behind the rifle.   e.  5th Count:  Smartly cut the left hand to the left seam of the  trousers, assuming the position of Order Arms.

Left Should Arms from Port Arms

 a.  From the Halt

     (1)  1st Count:  Being halted at port arms and you receive the command Left Shoulder ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, release the grasp of the left hand from the balance and, with your right hand, carry the rifle to the left shoulder, rotating it a quarter turn counter- clockwise so the sling is to the rear.  Place it in the hollow of your left shoulder.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.  At the same time, smartly grasp the rifle butt with your left hand.  The thumb and forefinger are joined on the heel of the stock.  The remaining three fingers are joined and wrapped around the butt plate.  The heel of the rifle butt will be visible between the forefinger and the middle finger.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in the side and the upper arm in line with your back.  This terminates the count of one.

     (2)  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the right hand  from the small of the stock and smartly, and in the most direct manner, return the right hand to the right side at the position of attention.  This terminates the movement.

 b.  On the March:  Assume you are marching at quick time at port  arms and you receive the command Left Shoulder ARMS.  The command of execution will be given as the left foot strikes the deck.  At the command of execution, your next step would be a 30" step to the front with your right foot.  At the same time, execute the first count of the manual.  With each succeeding step you will execute an additional count of the manual until the movement is terminated, and continue to march until given another command.

Left Should Arms from Right Shoulder Arms

 a.  From the Halt

     (1)  1st Count:  Being halted at right shoulder arms and you receive the command Left Shoulder ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, press the rifle butt down quickly with your right hand so that the rifle comes off the right shoulder.  The head dose not move.  At the same time, with your right hand, rotate the rifle a quarter turn clockwise so that the sling is to the left, and allow the rifle to fall diagonally across the front of your body.  At the same time, bring the left hand up and smartly grasp the balance, with the sling included in the grasp.  The left fingers are extended and joined.  The little finger is in line with the lower band and the thumb on the inboard side of the stock 4" from, and centered on your chest.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow is held in against the body.  The barrel is up, bisecting the angle formed by your neck and left shoulder.  The rifle butt is in front of your right hip.  The grasp of the right hand is unchanged.  The right arm is nearly extended, with the elbow held in against your body.  This terminates the count of one.  

     (2)  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the right hand from the rifle butt and smartly grab the small of the stock.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around the small of the stock.  The thumb is wrapped around the inboard side.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.  The elbow is held in to the side with the upper arm in line with your back.  This terminates the count of two.

     (3)  3rd Count:  For the count of three, release the grasp of the left hand from the balance and, with your right hand, carry the rifle to the left side rotating it a quarter turn counter-clockwise so the sling is to the rear.  Place it in the hollow of your left shoulder.  The right wrist and forearm should be straight and parallel to the deck.  At the same time, smartly grasp the rifle butt with your left hand.  The thumb and forefinger are joined on the heel of the stock.  The remaining three fingers are joined and wrapped around the butt plate.  The heel of the butt will be visible between the forefinger and middle finger.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in to the side and the upper arm in line with your back.  This terminates the count of three.

     (4)  4th Count:  For the count of four, release the grasp of the right hand from the small of the stock.  Smartly, and in the most direct manner, return the right hand to the right side at the position of attention.  This terminates the movement.

 b.  On the March:  Assume you are marching at quick time at right  shoulder arms and you receive the command Left Shoulder ARMS.  The command of execution will be given as the left foot strikes the deck.  Left Shoulder ARMS.  At the command, your next step would be a 30" step to the front with your right foot.  At the same time, execute the first count of the manual.  With each succeeding step you will execute an additional count of the manual until the movement is terminated, and continue to march until given another command.

Right Shoulder Arms from Left Shoulder Arms

 a.  From the Halt

   (1)  1st Count:  Being halted at left shoulder arms and you receive the command Right Shoulder ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, smartly, and in the most direct manner, bring the right hand across the front of your body and grasp the small of the stock.  The fingers are joined and wrapped around the small of the stock.  The thumb is wrapped around the inboard side.  The wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow is held down without strain.  This terminates the count of one.      (2)  2nd Count:  For the count of two, release the grasp of the left hand from the rifle butt and, with your right hand, carry the rifle from the left shoulder to a position diagonally across the front of your body, rotating the weapon a quarter turn clockwise so that the sling is to the left.  At the same time, smartly grasp the balance with your left hand with the sling included in the grasp.  The left fingers are extended and joined.  The little finger is in line with the lower band, and the thumb is on the inboard side of the stock 4" from, and centered on your chest.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and the elbow held in against your body.  The barrel is up, bisecting the angle formed by your neck and left shoulder.  The rifle butt is in front of your right hip.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in to the side, and the upper arm in line with your back.  This terminates the count of two.

     (3)  3rd Count:  For the count of three, release the grasp of the right hand from the small of the stock and smartly grasp the rifle butt.  The thumb and forefinger are joined on the heel of the stock.  The remaining fingers are joined and wrapped around the butt plate.  The heel of the stock will be visible between the forefinger and middle finger.  The right arm is nearly extended, and the elbow held in against the body.  This terminates the count of three.

     (4)  4th Count:  For the count of four, relax the grasp of your left hand at the balance, carrying the rifle to the right side.  At the same time, with your right hand, rotate the rifle a quarter turn counter-clockwise so the sling is to the rear, and place the rifle in the hollow of the right shoulder.  At the same time, guide the rifle in to the right shoulder with the left hand by sliding the left hand down the rifle until the first joint of the index finger touches the metal and wood at the base of the receiver.  The left fingers are extended and joined.  The thumb is along the forefinger and the palm is to the rear so as not to resemble a rifle salute.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.  The grasp of the right hand is unchanged.  The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck with the elbow held in to the side, and the upper arm on line with your back.  This terminates the count of four.

     (5)  5th Count:  For the count of five, smartly, and in the most direct manner, return your left hand to the left side at the position of attention.  This terminates the movement.   b.  On the March:  Assume you are marching at quick time at left  shoulder arms and you receive the command RIGHT SHOULDER, ARMS.   The command of execution will be given as the right foot strikes the deck.  Right Shoulder, ARMS.  At the command of execution, your next step would be a 30" step to the front with your left foot.  At the same time, execute the first count of the manual.  With each succeeding step execute an additional count of the manual until the  movement is terminated, and continue to march until given another  command. 

Rest with the Rifle

 a.  Parade Rest:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the  preparatory command, Parade, shift the weight of your body to the  right leg without noticeable movement.  On the command of execution, REST, and for the count of one, move the left foot smartly 12" to  the left of your right foot (12" measured from the inside of the  left heel to the inside of the right heel).  The heels will be in line.  The legs are straight without stiffness and the body weight is resting equally on both legs.  At the same time, place your left hand at the small of the back, just below the beltline.  The fingers are extended and joined, with the thumb along the forefinger.  The palm is to the rear and the elbow is in line with your body.  Keep the butt of the rifle on the deck and the toe of the stock in line with the toe of your right shoe, with the sling to the front.  Relax the grasp of the right hand and extend the right arm fully sliding the right hand to the top of the hand guard.  Fingers wrapped around the handguard thumb on the left side.  Silence and immobility must be maintained.  The only command you may receive while at parade rest is back to attention.  At the command of execution, smartly bring the left heel against the right heel and drop the left arm to the left side, bring the weapon back to the right side with the thumb along the trouser seam, assuming the position of attention.

 b.  At Ease:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the  command AT EASE.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, the only requirement is that the right foot remain in place  and the butt of the rifle remain on the deck.  The rifle is held as in parade rest, but with a relaxed grasp.  You may move about and adjust equipment.  Silence must be maintained.  The only command you may receive while at ease is back to attention.  On the preparatory command, assume the position of parade rest.  On the command of execution, smartly bring the left heel against the right heel and drop the left arm to the left side, bring the weapon back to the right side with the thumb along the trouser seam, assuming the position of attention.

 c.  Rest:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the command REST.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, the only requirement is that the right foot remains in place and the butt of the rifle remain on the deck.  The rifle is held as in parade rest, but with a relaxed grip.  You may move about and adjust equipment, and talk in a conversational tone.  The only command you may receive while at rest is back to attention.  On the preparatory command, assume the position of parade rest.  On the command of execution, smartly bring the left heel against the right  heel, and return the weapon to the right side with the thumb along  the trouser seam, assuming the position of attention.   d.  Fall Out:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the  command FALL OUT.  At the command of execution, you may leave your position in ranks, but remain in the immediate vicinity or go to a  predesignated area.  The only command you may receive while at fall out is fall in.  On the command FALL IN, you will assume your position in ranks at the position of attention at order arms.

Rifle Salutes

 a.  At Order Arms:  Being halted at order arms and you receive the  command, Rifle, SALUTE.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, smartly, and in the most direct manner, carry the left hand across the body until the first joint of the forefinger touches the metal below the bayonet stud.  The left fingers are extended and joined.  The thumb is along the forefinger with the palm down, cutting edge of the hand forward and the wrist and forearm are straight.  The elbow is held in against the body.  On the command Ready TWO, smartly, and in the most direct manner,  return the left hand to the left side at the position of attention.

 b.  At Right Shoulder Arms:  Being halted at right shoulder arms  and you receive the command, Rifle SALUTE.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, smartly, and in the most direct manner, carry the left hand across the body until the first joint of the forefinger touches the metal and wood at the base of the receiver.  The left fingers are extended and joined.  The thumb is along the forefinger with the palm down, cutting edge forward and the entire arm is parallel to the deck.  On the command Ready TWO, smartly and in the most direct manner, return the left hand to the left side at the position of attention.   c. On Command of Present Arms:  The hand salute is executed on the  command of present arms when unarmed; when armed with a weapon  which has no prescribed manual of present arms; or when armed with  a weapon at sling arms.  Being halted at sling arms and you receive the command Present ARMS.  At the command of execution, and for the count of one, smartly and in the most direct manner, bring the left hand across the body and grasp the sling of the rifle just above the right hand.  The palm is toward the rear with the fingers joined.  The fingers and thumb are wrapped around the sling.  The left wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.   Release the grasp with the right hand and execute the hand salute.   On the command, Order ARMS, terminate this movement by returning the right hand smartly, and in the most direct manner, to the right trouser seam.  Next, raise the right hand and grasp the sling just below the left hand.  The palm is toward the sling and the fingers are joined.  The thumb and fingers are wrapped around the sling.   The right wrist and forearm are straight and parallel to the deck.   The elbow is holding the rifle against the body.  Then, release the  left hand from the sling and smartly, and in the most direct  manner, return the left hand to the left trouser seam, assuming the  position of attention at sling arms.

Rifle Counts

 a.  In order to establish uniformity in cadence and execution of Rifle manual within the Brigade, the following cadences will be used during parade sessions:

    (1)  Order Arms to Port Arms:    "ONE-stop, GRAB"

    (2)  Port Arms to Left Shoulder Arms: "PLACE-stop, CUT"

    (3)  Left Shoulder Arms to Port Arms: "GRAB-stop, PORT"

    (4)  Port Arms to Right Shoulder Arms:"SLAP-stop, GUIDE-stop, CUT"

    (5)  Right Shoulder Arms to Port Arms:"POP-stop, GRAB"

    (6)  Port Arms to Order Arms:    "ONE-stop, GUIDE-stop, CUT"

    (7)  Fix Bayonets:     "Slide-stop"       "Grab-stop"       "Draw and Place and Click"       "2 - 3 - and Grab"       "2 - 3 - Up"

