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United States Air Force Auxiliary 

2004 Minnesota Wing Cadet Encampment 

“Adapt, Overcome, Excel” 
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Welcome to the 2004 Cadet Encampment 

Welcome to the 6th Cadet Training Group 

Cadets of the 6th Cadet Training Group, 

As you graduate this year, take a look at how far you 

have come in your personal growth. 

Each of you have faced challenges that you may never 

have thought you could have achieved. 

I have watched as each one of you realized the impor-

tance of teamwork. 

Take all of the positive things you have learned this 

week with you. Use them not only in your CAP lives but 

in your daily lives as well. 

Congratulations on your achievements. 

Lt Col Vicki Eckhoff 

Encampment Commander 

Congratulations on completing the most significant 

week of training in your CAP Cadet Career. 

You made it! 

We have put you thru a lot, of stress, anxiety and 

hopefully along the way you had some fun and excit-

ing experiences. 

Our goal was to help you develop as a cadet. In this 

I hope that I and my staff have succeeded. 

Take back what you learn to your units and apply it 

there. Also I hope that you have had a chance to 

make some new friends.  

Again congratulations and I look forward to seeing 

you around Minnesota Wing. 

C/Lt Col Aaron Scicluna 

Commander 

6th Cadet Training 

Group 
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6th Cadet Training Group Staff 

C/Lt Col Aaron Scicluna 

Group Commander 

C/Capt Andrew Atkins 

Executive Officer 

C/Lt Col Josh Gulbranson 

Deputy Commander 

C/CMSgt Erik Rekedal 

Command Chief Master Sgt. 
C/2d Lt Roger Braun 

Leadership Officer 

Encampment Philosophy and Purpose 

The Minnesota Wing Summer Encampment's primary mission is to "provide the 
most significant week of training in a cadet's CAP career."  By creating an atmos-
phere of strict discipline and constant energy, we engage and motivate the cadet 
to achieve their full potential and beyond. 

All of this training is conducted by advanced cadets who have been trained in the 
methodologies and theory of training and education.  Being on staff is the ad-
vanced cadet's opportunity to try out their "leadership wings" and learn by do-
ing.  Like no other activity, cadet staff at encampment are given the latitude to 
make their own decisions and learn from the rewards and consequences that come 
with those decisions.  This entire concept is embodied in the "Cadet Training 
Group." 
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6th Cadet Training Group 

Mission Support Staff 

C/1st Lt Jake Hawksworth 

Public Affairs Officer 

C/Major Jessica Andrie 

Administrative Officer 

C/Major Ryan Kenny 

Commander of the Guard 

C/CMSgt William Schilling 

Duty Officer 

C/2d Lt Bobbikate Bardwell 

Logistics Officer 

C/MSgt Sarah Anderson 

Duty NCO 

C/Major Crissy Dalbec 

Stan/Eval Officer 

C/Capt Kendra Sand 

Stan/Eval Assistant 
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11th  Cadet Training Squadron 

C/2d Lt Erica Hagen 

Squadron Commander 

C/SMSgt Justin Zwack 

First Sergeant 

12th Cadet Training Squadron 

C/2d Lt Amy Her 

Squadron Commander 

C/CMSgt John Lavalle 

First Sergeant 

The 11th CTS is composed of Alpha, Bravo and Charlie Flights. 

The 12th CTS is composed of Delta, Echo and Foxtrot Flights. 
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Alpha Flight 

Back Row: C/SMSgt Theodore Persing, C/MSgt 

Katie Bliss, C/A1C Brandon MCCarthy, C/A1C 

Bethany Stepanek, C/A1C Carolyn Hince 

Second Row: C/1st Lt Janna Fosterling, C/AB 

Aaron Scherer, C/Amn Josh Gordy, C/Amn 

Nicholas Aaseng, C/A1C Robert Young, C/SRA 

Andrew Puckett 

Front Row: Capt Donald Dalton, C/A1C peter 

Keller, C/AB David Adornato, C/A1C John Hjelle, 

C/SRA Luke DiCosimo 

Commander:  

C/1st Lt Janna Fosterling 

Flight Sergeant: 

C/SMSgt Theodore Persing 

Tactical Officer: 

Capt Donald Dalton 
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Bravo Flight 

Back Row: C/SSgt Ben Hall, C/Tsgt Danielle 

Moritko, C/TSgt Mitch Mitch McGillick, C/A1C 

Otterson 

Second Row: C/2d Lt Amy Broekema, C/SRA 

Grace Burgio, C/A1C John Whitcomb, C/Amn 

Ashleigh Van Pelt, C/SRA Brandt Haglund 

Front Row: C/Col Jack Houck, C/Amn James 

Eeten, C/SRA Matthew Nelson, C/SRA Anders 

Birkland, C/SRA Kyle Steuer, C/SSgt Kent 

Commander:  

C/2d Lt Amy Broekema 

Flight Sergeant: 

C/SSgt Ben Hall 

Tactical Officers: 

C/Col Jack Houck,  

Capt Conrad Peterson 

(Not Pictured) 
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Charlie Flight 

Back Row: C/CMSgt Patrick Vinge, C/A1C Na-

than Schwartzbauer, C/AMN Daniel Cole, C/A1C 

Blake Clerico, C/TSgt Matthew Cummings 

Second Row: 2d Lt John Snyder, C/AMN Hans 

Hibma, C/A1C Ryan O’Connor, C/AMN Isaiah 

Prenosil, C/AMN Carl Roesler 

Front Row: C/AMN Van Pelt, C/AMN Mark 

Leven, C/AMN Jeff Mullen, C/AMN Dan Zierath, 

C/A1C Trevor Apol 

Commander:  

C/CMSgt Patrick Vinge 

Flight Sergeant: 

C/TSgt Matthew Cummings 

Tactical Officer: 

2d Lt John Snyder 
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Delta Flight 

Back Row: C/SMSgt Mike Kenny, C/AMN Austin 

Senne, C/amn Eddie Van Pelt, C/SRA Katelyn 

Strenge, C/AMN Joe Connelly 

Second Row: C/1st Lt Ashlee Dionne, C/AMN 

Brian Kiser, C/SSgt James Misuracka, C/TSgt 

Paul Austin, C/SRA Haylee Fosterling, C/SSgt 

Brandon Vis,  

Front Row: 1st Lt Joel Stepanek, C/SSgt Nate 

Roesler, C/A1C Jake Brady, C/A1C Jason Lebahn, 

Commander:  

C/1st Lt Ashlee Dionne 

Flight Sergeant: 

C/SMSgt Mike Kenny 

Tactical Officer: 

1st Lt Joel Stepanek 
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Echo Flight 

Back Row: C/Amn Timothy Betz, C/AMN Mark 

Sauer, C/AMN Carl Broker, C/AMN Dayton Mar-

shall, C/TSgt Josiah Billing 

Second Row: C/Amn Brandon Layland, C/AMN 

Andrew Gallagher, C/AMN Richard Jorgenson, C/

A1C Charles Cox,  

Front Row: C/2d Lt Michael Jacobsen, C/SRA 

Travis Nelson, C/AMN Ryan Walker, C/AMN Phil-

lip Sherman, C/AMN Tyler Rosenow, C/SMSgt 

John Sellen 1st Lt Seth Grenke 

Commander:  

C/1st Lt Michael Jacobsen 

Flight Sergeant: 

C/CMSgt John Sellen 

Tactical Officer: 

1st Lt Seth Grenke 
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Foxtrot Flight 

Back Row: C/AMN Jacob Thormodsgaar, C/AB 

Eric Bruder, C/SRA Cassandra Schilling, C/AMN 

Angela Shields, C/TSgt Emily Vinge 

Second Row: C/1st Lt Brian AndersonC/AMN 

Daniel Gerdin, C/AMN Travis Horn, C/SRA Victo-

ria Lemay, C/AMN Althea Johnston, C/MSgt Mat-

thew Petersen 

Front Row: Capt Andrew Dew, C/AB Kyle Motl, 

C/AMN Michael Hirsch, C/A1C Trevor Mathisen, 

C/A1C Landon Crivea 

Commander:  

C/1st Lt Brian Anderson 

Flight Sergeant: 

C/TSgt Emily Vinge 

Tactical Officer: 

Capt Andrew Dew 
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Staff Development Squadron 

C/Major Dan Nordin 

SDS Advisor 

C/2d Lt Lanessa Bastian 

Squadron Commander 

SM Lori Sobolweski 

SDS Advisor 

C/Col Jack Houck 

SDS Advisor 
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Staff Development Squadron 

Back Row: C/SRA Mark Kubat, C/A1C Kelsey 

Brennan, C/SSgt Amy Brennan 

Second Row: C/AMN Ryan LaPlante, C/A1C 

Derek Marsh, C/SSgt Cory Titus, C/SSgt Dereck 

La Plante 

Front Row: C/2d Lt Lanessa Bastian, C/2d Lt 

Justin Binion, C/SRA Kenneth Fearon, C/TSgt An-

drew Haus, C/SSgt Shawn Cruze, SM Lori Sobo-

lewski, C/Maj Dan Nordin 

Commander:  

C/2d Lt Lanessa Bastian 

Advisors: 

SM Lori Sobolweski 

C/Col Jack Houck 

C/Major Dan Nordin 
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Minnesota Wing 2004 Encampment Staff 

1st Lt Bryce Duncan 

IT Officer 

Lt Col Vickie Eckhoff 

Commander 

Capt Chet Wilberg 

Executive Officer 

Lt Col Craig Lommel 

Commandant of Cadets 

1st Lt Anna Melle 

Administrative Officer 

Ch, (Lt Col) Don Mikitta 

Chaplain 

C/Major Dan Nordin 

Assistant IT Officer 

Major Doug Mitchell 

Logistics Officer 

Major Charlotte Miller 

Medical Officer 

Captain Al Pabon 

Public Affairs Officer 

Major Todd Mandel 

Training Officer 
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2004 Encampment Tactical Officers 

1st Lt Pat Cruze 

Chief Tactical Officer 

1st Lt James Behne 

Senior Tactical Officer  

11th CTS 

Capt Brian Freseman 

Senior Tactical Officer  

12th CTS 

Capt Don Dalton 

Tactical Officer  

Alpha Flight 

2d Lt John Snyder 

Tactical Officer  

Charlie Flight 

Capt Conrad Peterson 

Tactical Officer  

Bravo Flight 

1st Lt Joel Stepanek 

Tactical Officer  

Delta Flight 

1st Lt Seth Grenke 

Tactical Officer  

Echo Flight 

Capt Andrew Dew 

Tactical Officer  

Foxtrot Flight 
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Encampment Life 



17 

Low Ropes Course 
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Hardwood Range 
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Pass in Review 
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Air Force Support 

From Left to Right: Mr Bill Willis, State Director, Lt Col Larry Brockshus, 

CAP-USAF NCLR Commander, Lt Col Joel Dale, Minnesota CAP-RAP Officer. 

Lt Col Larry Brockshus commands the North Central Liaison Region. The mission of the li-

aison region is to advise and assist the CAP in addition to providing necessary USAF over-

sight of the activities of the USAF Auxiliary.  

Mr. Bill Willis is the Minnesota State Director. He assists us by insuring that we have facili-

ties to do the encampment and other CAP activities each year. The work that Mr. Willis 

does for Minnesota allows us to have funds for ES training, our equipment and the uni-

forms that many of you are wearing. Without Mr. Willis our wing could not function.  

Lt Col Joel Dale is MN Wing’s Reserve Assistance Coordinator. For the Encampment he is 

the liaison between the CAP and Volk Field. If we need something, from buses, to the 

Ropes Course or Hardwood Range he gets it for us. 

Without the assistance of our Air Force partners our encampment could not happen every 

year. 
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Distinguished & Honor Graduates 

Distinguished Graduates 

C/SRA Joshua Shields C/SRA Kyle Steever 

C/A1C Nathan Schwartzbauer C/AMN Nicholas Aaseng 

C/AMN Althea Johnston  

Alpha Flight C/SrA Luke Dicosimo 

Bravo Flight C/AMN Danielle Moritko 

Charlie Flight C/AMN Dan Zierath 

Delta Flight C/SRA Katelyn Strenge 

Echo Flight C/TSgt Josiah Billing 

Foxtrot Flight C/A1C Trevor Mathisen 

  

11th CTS Honor Cadet C/A1C Brandon McCarthy 

12th CTS Honor Cadet C/SSgt James Misuarca 

  

SDS Distinguished  

Graduate 

C/TSgt Andrew Haus 

SDS Most Improved  

Cadet 

C/SRA Kenneth Fearon 

Honor Cadets 
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Encampment Awards 

C/1s Lt Brian Anderson 

CTG Command Staff  

Excellence Award 

C/1st Lt Jake Hawksworth 

CTG Support Staff  

Excellence Award 

1st Lt Joel Stepanek 

Field Leadership  

Excellence Award 

C/A1C Nathan Schwartzbauer 

Distinguished Graduate 

6th Cadet Training Group 

C/AMN Althea Johnson 

Wing Commander’s Award for  

Academic Excellence 

C/Major Dan Nordin 

Commandant’s Award  

for Leadership 

1st Lt Anna Melle 

Senior Support Excellence 

Award 
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Unit Recognition 

Honor Flight 

Volleyball Competition 

July 10th Delta Flight 

July 11th Bravo Flight 

July 12th Alpha Flight 

July 13th Foxtrot Flight 

July 14th Echo Flight 

July 15th Alpha Flight 

July 16th Delta Flight 

Encampment 

Honor Flight 

Alpha  

Flight 

11th CTS Charlie Flight 

12th CTS Delta Flight 

Encampment 

Champions 
Charlie 

Flight 

Thanks to all of the photographers who contributed images for this  

Week Book, Encampment CD, video and the Encampment Website. 

Lt Col Don Mikitta 1st Lt Pat Cruze C/1st Lt Jake Hawksworth 

C/1st Lt  Ryan Kenny C/2d Lt BobbiKate Bardwell C/CMSgt William Schilling 

 C/MSgt Sarah Anderson  

Drill Competition Winner 

Alpha Flight 
Best Inspections 

Alpha Flight 
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Civil Air Patrol Cadet Programs 

OUR ANTI-DRUG! 

2004 Minnesota Wing Cadet Encampment 

6th Cadet Training Group 

www.mnwg.cap.gov/cp/6ctg 


